
Road Scholar educational adventures are created by Elderhostel, 
the not-for-profit world leader in educational travel since 1975.

Please call Road Scholar toll free at  (800) 322-5315 and reference 
Program #23528, ?Spanish Art: From the Golden Age to Gaudí and 
Beyond with Professor Cassar,? from May 20 - June 5, 2020.  

Registration & Cancellation Information

Spanish Art : From the Golden Age to Gaudi and 
Beyond with Professor Cassar

PROGRAM # 23528 |  May 20 - June 5, 2020

Payment Schedule

Deposit Payment 
(due upon enrollment)

$250

Final payment due March 4, 2020

Cancellat ion Policy Fee per person

Cancel up to 67 days prior to 
program start date
(applies after date of enrollment)

$250

Cancel 66 to 30 days prior to 
program start date
(applies after March 15, 2019)

50% of order total

Cancel less than 30 days prior to 
program start date
(applies after April 21, 2019)

100% of order total

How to Enroll

Double-occupancy, program-only price:  $4,799

Single-occupancy, program-only price:  $5,599

Program Prices Per Person

Spanish Art : From the Golden Age to 
Gaudí and Beyond with                      

Professor Cassar 
PROGRAM # 23528  |   MAY 20 - JUNE 5, 2020

* Road Scholar recommends that you purchase the optional 
Trip Protection Plan to protect your investment.



Overview
From creative giants such as Velázquez, El Greco and Goya in the ?Golden Age? to the 

20th-century masters Picasso, Miró, Dalí and, more recently, Tàpies and Barcelo ?  

the vitality and diversity of Spanish artists have influenced artistic expression the 

world over. Journey from the Prado in Madrid to the Guggenheim in Bilbao to 

experience the full spectrum and rich heritage of Spain?s master artists. 

Madrid                                                                                                             
Day 1: Wednesday, May 20 ?  In Transit  to Program                   

Day 2: Thursday, May 21 ?  Arrival, Welcome Recept ion                

On Thursday, arrive at the hotel in Madrid. Hotel check-in begins at 2 
p.m., followed by a Program Orientation and a Welcome Dinner.

Day 3: Friday, May 22 ?  Paint ing Int roduct ion, Prado Museum                                                                                                          
Day 4: Saturday, May 23 ?  Royal Academy of Fine Art

Friday morning begins with a lecture from Professor Cassar on the 
great masters of Spanish painting. Afterward, enjoy a narrated drive 
of Madrid that includes the Real Ermita de San Antonio de La Florida 
?  Goya's final resting place. Later, experience an expert-led field trip 
to the Prado Museum. For dinner Friday evening, enjoy a traditional 
tapas meal. On Saturday, start the morning with a lecture by 
Professor Cassar, followed by an exploration of the Royal Academy of 
Fine Arts lead by the Professor. In the afternoon, depart by coach for 
the magnificent UNESCO World Heritage Site of El Escorial, the 
historical residence and burial place of Spanish monarchs.  

Day 5: Sunday, May 24 ?  Royal Palace, Thyssen Museum
Day 6: Monday, May 25?  Reina Sofía Museum 

Begin Sunday with an expert-led exploration of the Royal Palace, the 
official residence of the Spanish Royal Family. The interior is notable 
for its wealth of art, including paintings by Caravaggio, Velázquez and 
Goya. Lunch today is on your own to explore the local fare. Later, 
enjoy an docent-led field trip to the Thyssen museum. Monday 
commences with a lecture by Professor Cassar on Picasso. Then, 
depart by coach for the Reina Sofía Museum ?  Madrid's 
contemporary Art Center. Lunch today is on your own, followed by 
free time to explore Madrid independently. In late afternoon, 
reconvene at the hotel to hear another lecture by Professor Cassar. 

Cuenca                                                                                                            
Day 7: Tuesday, May 26 ?  El Greco in Toledo 

Day 8: Wednesday, May 27 ?  Museo Antonio Pérez

On Tuesday morning, check out of the hotel and depart for Toledo. 
Upon arrival, take an expert-led walk and explore El Greco's most 
well-known works throughout the city. After lunch, board the coach 
and continue on to Cuenca. Upon arrival, enjoy a panoramic drive 
before checking in to the hotel. Wednesday begins with an expert-led 
walk around Cuenca's beautiful cobblestoned old town. Enjoy a 
docent-led visit to the Museo de Arte Abstracto and examine one of 
the most extensive collections of abstract art in Spain. In the 
afternoon, explore the Museo Antonio Pérez.

Burgos                                                                                                              
Day 9: Thursday, May 28 ?  Gothic Cathedral Bilbao                                                                                                              

Day 10: Friday, May 29 ?  Guggenheim Museum

On Thursday, travel to Burgos, the former capital of the unified 
kingdom of Castille and Leon. Following lunch at the hotel, enjoy a 

narrated walk of the old quarters of Burgos and the Gothic cathedral. 
Begin Friday with a transfer from Burgos to Bilbao. After an 
independent lunch, enjoy an expert-led exploration of Bilbao's 
historic old town. Afterwards, depart for a field trip to the 
Guggenheim ?  Bilbao's spectacular museum. 

Bilbao & Barcelona                                                                                    
Day 11: Saturday, May 30 ?  Fine Arts Museum Bilbao                                                                

Day 12: Sunday, May 31 ?  Barcelona via La Rioja Region

On Saturday morning, discover the Bilbao Fine Arts Museum with a 
docent. In the afternoon, enjoy lunch at a local restaurant with a 
Basque tasting menu. The rest of the day is free for independent 
exploration, followed by dinner on your own to experience the local 
fare. Depart for the La Rioja region on Sunday morning and delight in 
a visit to a winery, to sample some of world-famous wines. In the 
afternoon, enjoy lunch at a local restaurant in El Ciego before 
transferring to Barcelona. Check in at the hotel before dinner on site.

Day 13: Monday, June 1 ?  La Sagrada Familia, La Pedrera
Day 14: Tuesday, June 2 ?  Joan Miró

On Monday morning, choose between some independent free time or 
an expert-led walk. Reconvene at the hotel late morning to hear a 
lecture on the Modernist movement. Later, depart for La Pedrera, the 
last private residence designed by Antoni Gaudí. Following lunch, 
enjoy a narrated drive of Barcelona and an expert-led visit to Gaudí's 
unfinished masterpiece, La Sagrada Familia. Afterward, participate in 
a discussion with local professionals to learn about present-day life in 
Spain. Begin Tuesday with a lecture on 20th-century Catalonian 
artists. Following the lecture, explore the Joan Miró Foundation, 
which displays over 14,000 works. In the afternoon, enjoy a walking 
exploration of Barcelona's Barri Gòtic (Gothic Quarter). Later on, 
transfer by public transportation back to the hotel. Following dinner 
this evening, travel to a local community center for a private 
performance featuring Catalunya music and dancing.

Day 15: Wednesday, June 3 ?  Dalí
Day 16: Thursday, June 4 ?  Pablo Picasso in Barcelona

On Wednesday, depart for a full-day excursion to Figueres, the 
birthplace of Salvador Dalí. Upon arrival, explore the Dalí 
Theatre-Museum, the world's largest surrealist art object. Following 
lunch, enjoy an expert-led exploration of the Gala Dalí Castle 
Museum-House ?  a medieval castle Dalí decorated and furnished for 
his wife and muse, Gala. Thursday begins with a lecture on the works 
of Picasso and his influences. Afterwards, travel by public 
transportation to the Picasso Museum for an docent-led exploration 
of his works. In the afternoon, enjoy some free time to explore 
Barcelona independently. Enjoy a farewell dinner at a local restaurant 
on Thursday evening. 

Day 17: Friday, June 5
Program Concludes After Breakfast

- 15 Nights of 
accommodations

- 34 Meals (15 Breakfasts, 9 
Lunches, 10 Dinners)

- 6 Expert-led lectures

- 25 Field trips

- 1 Hands-on experience

- 1 Performance

- Group travel and transfers 
throughout the program

- A Group Leader to 
accompany you throughout 
the program to handle all 
logistics

- Customary gratuities, taxes 
and destination fees

- The Road Scholar Assurance 
Plan, including 24-hour 
assistance for medical and 
other emergencies

This 17-Day Adventure 
to Spain Includes:

This Spanish Art experience is 

offered through Road Scholar, 

formerly known as Elderhostel, 

a not-for-profit organization 

founded in 1975. Road Scholar 

inspires adults to learn, 

discover and travel. Our 

learning adventures open 

minds to new ideas and deepen 

understanding of oneself and of 

the world?s peoples, places, 

cultures, history and 

environments. A true university 

of the world, Road Scholar?s 

meaningful ?  often 

transformational ?  educational 

adventures engage people for 

whom learning is the journey of 

a lifetime.

About Road Scholar

Trip Itinerary

Highlights

- Connect the lives, works and schools of 
Velazquez, Goya and El Greco to modern 
masters Picasso, Miró and Dalí.  

- Experience an expert-led visit to the 
Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao designed 
by world-famous architect Frank Gehry. 

- Enjoy a private performance and meeting 
with members of a Catalonian medieval 
folklore group in Barcelona. 

Madrid: Hotel Catalonia Gran 
Vía, 5 nights
Situated on the Gran Via, in the 
center of Madrid.

Cuenca: Posada San Jose, 2 
nights
Charming inn nestled in the 
heart of Cuenca?s old quarters.

Burgos: Hotel Silken Gran 
Teatro, 1 night
Built in a former theater, this 
hotel is near to Burgos' historic 
city centre.

Bilbao: Hotel Silken Indautxu, 
2 nights
Only 10 minutes on foot from 
the Guggenheim Museum and 
the Fine Arts Museum.

Barcelona: Hotel Catalonia 
Diagonal Centro, 5 nights
Located on the modernist 
route next to Paseo de Gracia.

About Our Lodging 

Experience Spanish Art

Participants should be able to walk one mile at a time and stand for at least one hour. 
Cobblestones and other uneven ground. Some stairs without railings. 

Featured Instructor

Joseph Paul Cassar is Professor 
of Art and Graphic 
Communications at the 
University of Maryland 
University College. He has 
designed online art courses and 
is a guest lecturer at several 
universities Osher Programs. He 
is the author of several art 
books specializing on Maltese 
Modern artists and has won 
prizes for academic excellence. 
While in Malta, Cassar was a 
free-lance art critic for local 
newspapers and lectured at the 
University of Malta.


